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5:  The Dysynni Gorge Walk
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One of a series of six selected walks which start
and finish at stations on the Talyllyn Railway

Rheilffordd Talyllyn Railway
ROUTE MAP

THE WORLD’S FIRST
PRESERVED RAILWAY

HENDY FARM & COTTAGES
TYWYN, GWYNEDD ll36 9ru

Anne Lloyd-Jones  |  Jones@farmline.com
01654 710457  |  www.hendyfarmholidays.co.uk

B&B from £35 PPPN, Hendy Cottage from £315-£715 PW (sleeps 2-4)
4 Cottage Units from £220-£795 PW (sleeps up to 2, 4 & 6)

All centrally heated, with fully equipped kitchens and individual patios
for the best views of the train.  Bedding, towels and electricity included

in the price.  Prices per week, short breaks available out of season.

Relax on a working farm, peacefully situated
between sea and mountains, ½ mile from
Tywyn, own Halt for the Talyllyn Railway
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3 As the road bends to the right, turn LEFT over the
signed ladder stile and climb to join a green track, which
continues uphill beside a stonewall on the left. Follow
this up to a gate, go through and continue, curving
initially to the left and then around the hill to the right.
Go through a gate and continue ahead. Look for a gap in
the wall to your LEFT. Go through this and continue
ahead to cross a stile by a gate. Now follow a track to
join a surfaced lane.
4 Turn LEFT.  Go through a gate and follow the
surfaced lane, continuing through another gate and on
beneath trees. Continue on the lane, passing Rhiwerfa.
Ignore the footpath which beckons to the right and
continue along the lane. Ignore the forest track on the
left and continue downhill to descend a very steep 'S'
bend, enjoying the views along the valley which open up
as the trees clear. Join the main road through a gate,

cross the road and turn LEFT to return to
Abergynolwyn Station, walking along the wide

grassy verge.

 Abergynolwyn Station
When the line opened in 1865,  Abergynolwyn was the

terminus.  Slate from the Bryn Eglwys Quarry was
brought down to here for transportation by cable
worked inclines and mineral railway.
The village was built to house workers in the quarry.
When work ended here in 1946, the railway’s owner
pledged to keep the line open for as long as he lived.

Dysynni Gorge Walk
Leave  Abergynolwyn Station and, after a short stretch
of road, you are soon walking along a steep gorge
defined by the Afon Dysynni, which squeezes through
this narrow gap before reaching Dyffryn Dysynni,
where it turns south-west and heads for the
sea.  A very quiet lane is then joined at Pont
Ystumanner and this is followed for a
short way to Llanllwyda, with the
craggy hulk of Bird Rock directly
ahead. You then turn left to start
your return, initially climbing
steadily and then more steeply,
amidst surroundings which seem
remarkably remote. Your climb
ends at Rhiwerfa,where you turn
left and begin a fairly steep
descent through woods and down
to the road. Opposite, just across
the valley, is the Talyllyn Railway.
You then return along the main
road to Abergynolwyn Station.
The total distance is about 5
miles. Allow about 4 hours.
1 Leave Abergynolwyn Station
and walk down to the road. Turn
RIGHT and walk along the verge
until you see a footpath sign on
the LEFT-HAND side, as you are
approaching Abergynolwyn.
Carefully cross the road and walk
up the track as directed for about
15 yards, cross a stile and follow
the track to the RIGHT. Cross a
ladder stile by a gate and continue. Pass a
house to the right as the clear track ends. Maintain your
direction across a field towards a tiny section of fence
over an equally small stream. Here the path becomes
clearly defined - continue along the gorge, with the
Dysynni to your right. Cross a ladder stile and continue,
with the river now well below you on the right. The
views here are superb. Cross a stile and continue, to
reach another stile. Cross this and continue. Eventually
the path descends and joins the river. Pass a gate and

stile by a broken fence and keep to the path. Go through
the RIGHT-HAND gate by Rhiwlas and then descend
along the track to join a minor road through a gate.
2 Continue AHEAD along the road (DON'T cross the

bridge), with the river still to your right.
Pass  Ty'n-y-bryn, the house of Dr

William Owen Pugh 1759-1835.
Continue along the road, to

eventually reach Llanllwyda,
where there is excellent

caravanning and camping
(01654 782276).

The craggy profile
of Bird Rock is

dead ahead.

©Talyllyn Railway 2019
This route was devised, researched and written by Kittiwake Books, who also supplied the map.
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This route was found to be open when it was
checked.  However, things do change, so be
prepared for this, and allow plenty of time.

Always follow the Country Code and remember,
this is sheep country: if you take your dog
ALWAYS KEEP IT ON A LEAD!
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