
TheQuarryInclinesHistory

TheAlltwylltInclinewasthelowestofthelonginclines
thatbroughtslatedownfromthequarriestobe
transportedawayalongtheTalyllynRailway.The
inclinecomprisedtwoparallelsetsofrailsonwhichthe
loadedwagonswereloweredattachedtosteelropes
andwasunusualbecausethegradientbecomes
significantlysteepernearthetop,sothatthesteel
ropeshungintheairoverthissection.Thelowerpartof
theinclineissupportedonstonewalling,bestseen
fromthepathontheoppositesideofthestream.The
windingdrumanditsbrakingsystemremainsintactat
thetopoftheincline.Thewagonswerehauledalong
thenextsectionoflinebyhorses;partofthewallsofa
smallstableremain.

TheCantrybeddInclinebroughtslatewagonsdown
fromtheLowerMilllevelofthequarries.Thewinding
drumbuildingatthetopoftheinclinehasbeen
demolished(alongwiththeLowerMill)andthe
Cantrybeddlevelisnowheavilywooded.

AfewmetresonfromthetopoftheBoundaryIncline
wastheShortIncline,notablyshorterthantheother
inclines.Fromthetopofthisinclinetherewasaccess
directlytoworkings,andalsoaninclinetoyethigher
levels.Therewasalsoanothernearlyleveltramway
thatranalongthehillsidetothetopofCwmCwm
incline.

TheCwmCwmInclinemarkedthewesternendof
thequarrysite.ItprovidedaroutedowntotheOld
Mill/NewMilllevelwestofthosemills,providinga
directaccesstothetipsforslatewaste.Thereare
limitedremainsofthewindingdrumhouseatthetop
oftheincline,whichisnowjustagrassslope.

TherewerethreeveinsofslateatBryneglwysquarries,
runningapproximatelywesttoeast,anddippingatasteep
angle.TheBroadvein(themostnortherlyofthethree)
producedslatethatwasnoteasilysplitandwasused
principallyforgraveyardmemorialsandotherslateslab
productssuchasbilliardtables.
TheMiddleveinwasnotworkedatBryneglwys.The
Narrowveinwasthemostproductive,consistingofslate
thatwasreadilysplitforroofingslate.

LookingdowntheBoundaryIncline,withabarracksintheleft
foreground,theNewMillpartlyinviewontheleft,the
windowlesspowdermagazineinthecentreandtheManager’s
houseandofficestotheright.Thelevelrouteofthetramway
leadsoffpastthewastetipsoftheBroadVeinquarryinthe
distance.CreditMikeChristensen

AviewuptheVillageIncline.ThePandybuilding,withitsdistinctive
patternofdoveholesinthegableend,isontheleft,withthewater
wheelthatdrovethesawmillpartlyvisiblebeyond.Intheforeground
isoneofthewagons,withsidestaperedsothatloadsdidnottipout
whenthewagonwasonanincline.CreditTRCollection.

LookingdownthelineoftheBeudynewyddInclinetotheLowerMill
ontheCantrybeddlevel.TheLowerMillwasfallingintodecay,but
thecollapseoftheroofofthefarendoftheMillhadstartedmuch
earlier.Alandslipfromthehillabove(whichcausedthenotabledip
inthehillside)causedthebuildingtomove,despitetheheavy
buttressesbuilttotrytostopthemovement.Theflatgrassareain
frontofthemill,withlinesofslatetodelineateareas,hadbeenthe
slatestackingarea.TheCantrybeddwastetipswereonthefarright
ofthispicture.CreditAnnHatherill

TheShortIncline

TheCwmCwmIncline

TheAlltwylltIncline

TheCantrybeddIncline

TheVillageIncline,agravityoperatedinclinedplane
withtwosetsofrails,wasprobablyuniqueinthatitwas
builtnottogetmineralsoutofaquarrybuttogetgoods
(primarilycoalandbuildingmaterials)intothevillage
anditemsmadeinthevillageout.

TheVillageIncline
SomeslatewasbroughttotheOldandNewMills
alongtramwaysatthelevelofthosemillsbutmuch
hadtobroughtdownfromhigherlevels.Onthe
westernsideoftheriverwastheBoundaryIncline:
limitedremainsexistofthewindingdrumhouseat
thetopofthisincline,fromwheresidingsleadto
undergroundaccessandalsotipsforslatewaste.

TheBoundaryIncline

TheBeudynewyddInclineconnectedtheLowerMill
levelwiththehigherlevelatwhichmostofthequarry
workingsweresituated.Theremainsofabridgethat
carriedasidingtothewastetipsoverthetwintrackson
theinclinecanbeseen,thoughinanadvancedstateof
decay.
NobuildingsremainatthetopoftheBeudnewydd
incline.Fromhereanearlyleveltramwayrantothe
buildingsatthemainlevel,alongsideanopenquarry
whichnowformsalargeandverydeeplake.This
quarrywastheonlysubstantialworkingintheBroad
veinofslate.

TheBeudynewyddIncline

Heritage Trail:
The Quarry Inclines History

Youtube Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/
UCHeq3AlrqQY4HPgxZNDDu3g

Our Partners:

A short guide to what can be seen around
the remains of the inclined planes and

Bryneglwys Quarry

The Bryneglwys Incline System
Within Bryneglwys quarries there were a number of
inclines which brought raw slate slabs down to the
mills where the stone was worked into finished
products - roofing slates and slab slates. The slate
was then brought out of the works in railway
wagons down three inclines.
The Beudynewydd Incline took the wagons from
the upper level to the lower (or Cantrybedd) level.
The Cantrybedd Incline lowered the wagons to
the ‘Exit Tramway’ along which the wagons were
hauled by horse to the top of the Alltwyllt Incline,
which lowered them to the sidings that were the
upper limit of haulage by railway locomotives.
There was a fourth long incline, the Village Incline,
possibly unique because it existed not to bring slate
from the quarry, but to service the needs of
Abergynolwyn village. Wagons lowered down this
incline included loads such as coal, building
materials and beer. Loads up the incline included
writing slates made in the village and night-soil from
the outside toilets of the many houses built to
provide homes for the quarrymen who moved to the
village. Sidings ran down Back Street and also along
the north side of the gardens in Tan-y-Bryn Street to
provide access to most of the back gardens.

Safety Considerations
Walkers should be aware that there are open quarry
workings across the quarry site, some with deep water.
Check local weather conditions and wear appropriate
clothing and footwear.
It is dangerous to attempt to go into any of the
underground workings.

Follow the Countryside Code
www.gov.uk/countryside-code

Respect everyone
• Be considerate to those living in, working in and
enjoying the countryside - be nice, say hello!
• Leave gates and property as you find them
• Park considerately - do not block access
• Follow local signs and keep to marked paths unless
wider access is available

Protect the environment
• Take your litter home – leave no trace of your visit
• Do not light fires and only have BBQs where signs
say you can
• Dog poo – bag it and bin it – any public waste bin
will do. Keep dogs under control
• Care for nature – do not damage or disturb
Enjoy the outdoors
• Check your route and local conditions
• Plan – know what to expect and what you can do
• Enjoy your visit, have fun, make happy memories!

One of the upper level mills. Credit: Tom Chapman/Anthony Coulls.

Cover left photo: the Village Incline, seen from the north-west.
Cover right photo: the Alltwyllt Incline, showing the two lines of
track, one of the two cables, the cable rollers and the drum
house at the top of the incline.
Credit TR Collection.
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